Appendix E20: Proof of agreement/TOR
of the specialist studies conducted

5418: Specialist Terms of Reference

October 2020

Proposed construction of a Photovoltaic Solar Power Plant in Wesfleur,
Atlantis
1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

JG Afrika, the consultant, were appointed by the City of Cape Town (CCT): Sustainable Energy Markets
Department to provide Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) services for the proposed construction
of a photovoltaic (PV) solar power plant on a portion of Erf 2756RE, Wesfleur Atlantis. See Figure 1 for
location of the site.
An Environmental and Heritage Screening for the proposed Construction of the PV plant was conducted by
the City of Cape Town: Environmental Management Department in December 2019. The Screening shows
the site is mapped as Other Natural Area and is also mapped as being covered in Atlantis Sand Fynbos and
Cape Flats Dune Strandveld. See Figure 2 and Figure 3 showing vegetation maps for the site.

Figure 1: Location of proposed site. Erf2756RE
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Figure 2: Terrestrial Biodiversity Network map of the site. Source: City of Cape Town (2019)

Figure 3: Vegetation Map of the site. Source: City of Cape Town (2019)
2

SCOPE OF WORKS

JG Afrika would require the following:
•

Site visit.
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Botanical Impact Assessment of the site, and a Botanical Impact Assessment Report to form part of
the Basic Assessment Process.
The Botanical Impact Assessment should include the following:
o The Botanical Impact Assessment must be compiled in terms of Government Notice 3201 of
20 March 2020, as promulgated under section 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the National
Environmental Management Act (No, 107 of 1998), as amended.
o As per Government Notice 320 of 20 March, the assessment must be prepared by a specialist
registered with the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professionals (SACNASP) with
expertise in the field of terrestrial biodiversity.
o Comply with the Fynbos Forum’s Ecosystem Guidelines for Environmental Assessment in the
Western Cape (De Villiers et al. 2005) and Cape Nature’s standard requirements.
o Provide a description of the site, vegetation of the site and areas of sensitivity in terms of
vegetation.
o Identify and describe botanical diversity patterns at community and ecosystem level (main
vegetation type, plant communities in vicinity and threatened/ vulnerable ecosystems
species), at species level (species of conservation concern, presence of alien species) and in
terms of significant landscape features.
o Comment on how biodiversity processes would be affected by the proposed project.
o Include the assessment of the No-go alternative. The No-go alternative is the option of not
fulfilling the proposed project. This alternative would result in no negative environmental
impacts from the proposed project on the site or surrounding local area. The No-go
alternative would prevent the development from positively contributing to the
environmental, social and economic benefits associated with the development of the
renewables sector. It provides the baseline against which other alternatives are compared
and shall be considered throughout the report.
o Impacts during the construction, operational and decommissioning phase to be assessed
using an impact rating methodology (methodology to be included in report). The significance
of cumulative impacts must be assessed prior to and post mitigation.
o Provide mitigation measures to reduce any negative botanical impacts associated with the
proposed development.
Provide Input into the Environmental Management Programme.
Provide Input on comments received from Interested and Affected Parties, if required.

In light of the above-mentioned requirements may you kindly provide the following:
• An indication of your availability to do the work;
• A workplan for the Botanical Impact Assessment; and
• A quotation for the work to JG Afrika by 10h00 on 16 October 2020.

1

Procedures for the assessment and minimum criteria for reporting identified environmental themes when applying for
environmental authorization.
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Proposed construction of a Photovoltaic Solar Power Plant in Wesfleur,
Atlantis
1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

JG Afrika, the consultant, were appointed by the City of Cape Town (CCT): Sustainable Energy Markets
Department to provide Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) services for the proposed construction
of a photovoltaic (PV) solar power plant on a portion of Erf 2756RE, Wesfleur Atlantis. See Figure 1 for
location of the site.
An Environmental and Heritage Screening for the proposed Construction of the PV plant was conducted by
the City of Cape Town: Environmental Management Department in December 2019. In terms of aquatic
features there are two wetlands mapped on the southern edge of the site (within 50m of the site), however
these have not been ground truthed. See Figure 2 showing the location of the wetlands.

Figure 1: Location of proposed site. Erf2756RE
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Figure 2: Aquatic features near the site. Source: City of Cape Town (2019)
2

SCOPE OF WORKS

JG Afrika would require the following:
•
•
•

Site visit and ground truthing of wetlands.
Freshwater Impact Assessment of the site, and a Freshwater Impact Assessment Report to form part
of the Basic Assessment Process.
The Freshwater Impact Assessment should include the following:
o The Freshwater Impact Assessment must be compiled in terms of Government Notice 3201
of 20 March 2020, as promulgated under section 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the National
Environmental Management Act (No, 107 of 1998), as amended.
o As per Government Notice 320 of 20 March, the assessment must be prepared by a specialist
registered with the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professionals (SACNASP) with
expertise in the field of aquatic biodiversity.
o Provide a description of the site, aquatic features of the site and areas of sensitivity in terms
of aquatic features.
o Include the assessment of the No-go alternative. The No-go alternative is the option of not
fulfilling the proposed project. This alternative would result in no negative environmental
impacts from the proposed project on the site or surrounding local area. The No-go
alternative would prevent the development from positively contributing to the
environmental, social and economic benefits associated with the development of the
renewables sector. It provides the baseline against which other alternatives are compared
and shall be considered throughout the report.

1

Procedures for the assessment and minimum criteria for reporting identified environmental themes when applying for
environmental authorization.
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Impacts during the construction, operational and decommissioning phase to be assessed
using an impact rating methodology (methodology to be included in report). The significance
of cumulative impacts must be assessed prior to and post mitigation.
o Provide mitigation measures to reduce any negative freshwater impacts associated with the
proposed development.
A Risk Assessment to guide the Water Use process, in the event that the development triggers a
General Authorisation / Water Use Application.
WUL Application and associated documentation, if required.
Provide Input into the Environmental Management Programme and WUL process (if required).
Provide Input on comments received from Interested and Affected Parties, if required.
o

•
•
•

•

In light of the above-mentioned requirements may you kindly provide the following:
• An indication of your availability to do the work;
• A workplan for the Freshwater Impact Assessment; and
• A quotation for the work to JG Afrika by 10h00 on 16 October 2020.
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Proposed construction of a Photovoltaic Solar Power Plant in Wesfleur,
Atlantis
1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

JG Afrika, the consultant, were appointed by the City of Cape Town (CCT): Sustainable Energy Markets
Department to provide Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) services for the proposed construction
of a photovoltaic (PV) solar power plant on a portion of Erf 2756RE, Wesfleur Atlantis. See Figure 1 for
location of the site.
An Environmental and Heritage Screening for the proposed Construction of the PV plant was conducted by
the City of Cape Town: Environmental Management Department in December 2019. In terms of the heritage
aspect it was noted that the site is larger than 10 000m2 in extent and will have to be rezoned. The site is also
vacant and thus any activity / development that takes place on the site will change the character of the site.

Figure 1: Location of proposed site. Erf2756RE
2

SCOPE OF WORKS

JG Afrika would require the following:
•
•

•

Site visit.
Compilation of a Notice of Intent to Develop and submission to Heritage Western Cape.
Provide Input on comments received from Interested and Affected Parties, if required.

In light of the above-mentioned requirements may you kindly provide the following:
• An indication of your availability to do the work;
• A workplan for the Heritage NID; and
• A quotation for the work to JG Afrika by 16h00 on 15 October 2020.
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Proposed construction of a Photovoltaic Solar Power Plant in Wesfleur,
Atlantis
1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

JG Afrika, the consultant, were appointed by the City of Cape Town (CCT): Sustainable Energy Markets
Department to provide Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) services for the proposed construction
of a photovoltaic (PV) solar power plant on a portion of Erf 2756RE, Wesfleur Atlantis. See Figure 1 for
location of the site.
An Environmental and Heritage Screening for the proposed Construction of the PV plant was conducted by
the City of Cape Town: Environmental Management Department in December 2019. In terms of the Visual
Impact component, it was noted that the site is larger than 10 000m2 in extent and will have to be rezoned.
The site is also vacant and thus any activity / development that takes place on the site will change the
character of the site.

Figure 1: Location of proposed site. Erf2756RE
2

SCOPE OF WORKS

JG Afrika would require the following:
•
•
•

Site visit
Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) of the site, and a Visual Impact Assessment Report to form part of
the Basic Assessment Process.
The VIA should include the following:
o The VIA must be compiled in terms of Appendix 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations, as amended, promulgated under section 24(5) and 44 of the National
Environmental Management Act (No, 107 of 1998), as amended.
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Include the assessment of the No-go alternative. The No-go alternative is the option of not
fulfilling the proposed project. This alternative would result in no negative environmental
impacts from the proposed project on the site or surrounding local area. The No-go
alternative would prevent the development from positively contributing to the
environmental, social and economic benefits associated with the development of the
renewables sector. It provides the baseline against which other alternatives are compared
and shall be considered throughout the report.
o Impacts during the construction, operational and decommissioning phase to be assessed
using an impact rating methodology (methodology to be included in report). The significance
of cumulative impacts must be assessed prior to and post mitigation.
o Provide mitigation measures to reduce any negative visual impacts associated with the
proposed development.
Provide Input into the Environmental Management Programme.
Provide Input on comments received from Interested and Affected Parties, if required.
o

•

•

In light of the above-mentioned requirements may you kindly provide the following:
• An indication of your availability to do the work;
• A workplan for the VIA assessment; and
• A quotation for the work to JG Afrika by 16h00 on 4 November 2020.
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